
 

Layout of Research Articles 

 

Research articles generally follow a standard layout. Knowing what the different sections 

are can help with reading and making sense of them.  

The below excerpts are from a research article by Sinclair et al. (2016). Keep in mind that 

other articles may not be titled so clearly but they will, to a greater or lesser degree, follow 

the below schema.  

 

 

Figure 1 

Abstract 

 

 



 

The abstract provides a summary of the article and will help you decide if it is relevant for your 

purposes. An abstract should indicate whether the article is a primary or secondary source. In this 

instance, it describes research involving nursing students undertaking a questionnaire, so it is 

primary literature. In some cases, it may not be entirely clear if it is primary or secondary and you 

will need to read further into the article (discussed below). 

Abstracts will contain key terminology relating to the topic you are investigating. This can be a good 

way to find keywords to use in your searches. 

An article will start with an introduction providing context and background for the research. 

Following this, you will normally find a methodology section.  

 

Figure 2 

Methodology 

 



The methodology section for this article is clearly laid out and informs the reader as to the nature of 

the research conducted. In this case, we can tell that it is primary research as it involved a 

quantitative survey of the views of undergraduate nurses. 

Secondary sources may also include a methodology section, but are likely to describe the search 

strategies involved for collating the sources they draw from in the article. 

Be aware that not all research articles will have a clearly titled methodology section. It may be 

embedded within the introductory information or have another title like procedures. You may need 

to skim the first few paragraphs to find this information if it is not clearly identified. 

The methodology section will typically be followed by the results of the research, perhaps 

including tables of the data collected (although these may be in an appendix). 

 

Figure 3 

Results 

  



 

The results section will often be laden with data and could be a little overwhelming and dry 

to read. While data and statistics are important, you may want to initially skip past this 

section to the findings and conclusion. You can always come back and read the results 

section more carefully if you decide the findings are particularly relevant for you and you 

want to explore them in more detail. 

 

Figure 4 

Discussion 

 

 

Following the results, there will be some form of analysis and discussion. If these sections 

are titled, they can have any number of headings: findings, discussion, implications, analysis, 

etc. Such sections are likely to be more useful for your understanding of the topic (at least 

initially) than the specific data mentioned in the previous section. 

 

 

 

 



Figure 5 

Conclusion 

 

The final section (not including references and any appendices) will be a conclusion which 

summarises the key points and findings of an article. As such, many readers will often go 

straight to this section after checking the abstract to obtain a concise summary before 

deciding to read the rest of the article more carefully. 

 

Remember, you are responsible for your learning. Suggestions on what sections to focus on 

may be useful when digesting large quantities of literature, but it is no excuse for failing to 

read your sources in detail when needed. 
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